
BY

(Cuiirijht. lfti.)

PON what trivial circumstance flou grtai events sometimes hinge!
Take the present affair as an

instance. Here was a case presenting
many perplexing and quite unique feat-ur-

a mysterious and even desperate
business which threatsled the life of
one good man, the honor of two others
and Involved the reputation of many peo -

pie of high standing In both the com- -
merclal and the social worlds yel had
it not been Cleek's whim that he and Mr.
jvarisom snuura mmc nmiiifiu me
Held of their operations that morning (In
pursuit of the Investigations which hsd
for several days occupied their attention!
the affair might never nave found a place
In these chronicles at all.

Primarily, the antecedents of the case
were of the most commonplace cha-act- er

resolving themselves into nothing more
"mysterious" than a cipher cablegram.
which, on being decoded, read simply

"Just traced 38. Sailed last week on
Tunisian Allan Lin from Canada, un- -
tier name Hammond Woman with him.
Handsome blonde. Passing as sister. Be-

lieved to be 774."
Mr. Narkom nearly had a "stroke"

when he compared those cabalistic num-
bers with their counterparts in his code
Iniok and saw that their definition was
registered thus:

"No. as Nicholas Hemmingway, popu-
larly known as 'Diamond Nick.' Amerl- -

an. Expert swindler, contidence man
and Jewel thief. and very skill-
ful at impersonation. See Rogues' Gal-
lery for portrait."

"No. 774 Ella Plawsen, variously known
to 'members of the light fingered frater-
nity as 'Dutch Ella' and 'Lady Nell,"
German-America- Probably the most
adroit female Jewel thief In existence.
Highly educated, exceedingly handsome
and amazingly plausible and quick-witte-

Usually does the "society dodge.'
No photograph obtainable. A natural
blonde and about twenty-liv-e years old."

Within forty-fiv- e minutes after these
fact were made known to him SupL
Narkom was with Cleek. laying the seri-
ousness of the situation before his fa-

mous ally. And that it was serious may
best be understood from the fact that as
the whereabouts of this precious pair had
tot been successfully established by the
American police until four hours after
the Tunisian had docked and discharged
her passengers they had unquestionably
sllpred unchallenged past the guardian
of the port and were already safely bous-
ed somewhere within the Intricacies of
that vast ar puzzle, Lon
don.

In this dilemma Cleek's advice was sim-
ple and promising. It was, in short, that
he and Mr. Narkom should themselves

un the dutv of endeavoring to locate,
the "wanted" pair by personally Investl-i- i

tin- - those districts In which they
would be most likely to locate.

Thus matters stood when on the mom-In- s

of the fifth day Cleek elected to make
llampstcad Heath and it? environments
the scene of their operations, and at 9
o clock net forth in company with the
superintendent to put them in force in
that particular district, with the result
that by noontime skcy found themselves
in the thick of as pretty a riddle as they
bad fulltn foul of in many a day.

It w;s in the neighborhood of 11 JO that
what might be called the "first mutter-
ing or a storm" introduced themselves
to Cleek's notice, thus: Turning into a
uuiet, shady road in that particular quar-
ter which is known as The Vale of Health

and Is. as no doubt you know, on the
borders of the historic Heath he looked
up to discover that there was but one
building in the entire length of the thor-
oughfare a large, imposing residence set
back from the road proper and encircled
by a high stone wi i with heavy, curi-
ously wrought Iron gates leading into the
inclosure. and that before that building
two copper skinned, turbanned. fantasti-
cally clad Hindoos were doing sentry
duty in a manner peculiar unto them-
selves the one standing as motionless- - as
a bronze image and the other pacing np
and down like a clockwork toy that had
just been wound up.

"Tile Punjab for a ducat!" exclaimed
leek, as he caught right of them. "And

liie insignia of the Ranee of Jhang. at
that. I knew the old girl was over for
t he coronation, but what on earth are
her attendants doing out In this
ter of the town She's not putting up out
here of late, is she?"

"No. She's still at Kensington. But
what the dickens those johnnies are
Keeping guard over tnat place ror beau

replied Mr. Narkom. "It's the res
idence or Sir Mawson Leake. You know- i.eake Leake, jewelers. Bond street.
Fine old place isn't if Inherited It as
he did the business from his father.
Whnt's that? No. not a young man not
a younc man by any means. Grown

son. One by his first wife and
one by his second, who's an American. I

and That s a rum
trick, by James! See that, did you.
i "leek

"See what? The manner in which that
iockwork chap stopped in his tracks and

eyed us as we passed?
"No. The woman. All muffled up to

tlie eyes, by Jove, and in weather like
this. Just stepped out of the house door,
saw those two niggers and then bolted
back indoors like the Old Boy was after
her."

"Saw us, more than likely you know
what high-cla- Hindoo women are where
aliens are concerned. It will be the bid
Uaneo herself. I dare say, paying a morn-
ing visit to the Jeweler in reference to
some of her amazing gems. That would j

explain the presence of the sentries, of
course."

"To be sure." admitted the superintend-
ent, and walked on. dropping the matter
from hi mind entirely.

Ten minutes later, however, it waa
brought back to him in a rather startling
manner, for upon rounding the end of
the thoroughfare along which they had
been walking and coming abreast of anl
isolated building which was clearly the
stable of the house they had recently
passed they were surprised to hear the
sound of a muffled cry within, to catch a
whiff of charcoal smoke as the door was
fi ing widely open by the same muffled
female Mr. Narkom bed observed pre-
viously, and something more than merely
startled to have her rush at them the in
stant she caught sight of them, crying
out distractedly

"I feared lt--I knew it--I read It In his
very eyes! Ob, help me. gentlemen help
me for the love of God! I can't lift blm.
I can't drag him out he is too heavy for
me! My husband! In there! In there!
He'll die If you don't get him out!"

They understood then, and for the first
I line, what she was driving at and rushed
past her into the stable into what bad
once been designed for a coachman's!
bedroom to find an apartment literally
reeking with tno fumes tnat poured out
from a charcoal furnace on the floor and
beside that the body of a man-In- ert,

.rumpled up. fast sinking Into that hope- -
ics state of prt--
. --uc .,,"- - -.- - - --- -
winking of an eye oieeK naa caugui up
the deadly little ftre-bci- furnace and
sent It crashing through the p'ugced-u- p

window into the grounds behind and let-- ,

I ,lnS a current of pure air rush through i

the place; then fathered up the semi-- 1

conscious man. carried him oot into the
roadway and propped him up against the
side of the stable while he chafed his
hands and smacked his cheeks and be-
tween times fanned him with his batbrlm
and swore at Mm for a "weak-backe-

marrowleas thing to call Itself a man and
a Briton and yet go In for the poltroon's
trick of suicide!"

The woman was still there, squeezing
her hand nd hMn. hv.t.rie.iiv hut 'although she had not as yet uncovered
her face It did not need that to attest the1
fact thai she was no Hindoo, but white
like the man she had spoken of as her
husband and at the very first words she
uttered h,n he ihw that he w. bevond
danirer both he and Ilr. Narkom knewa. . " " ,

them fof what they were Sir Mawson
and Lady Leake! I

"Mawson. how could you!" she said
reproachfully, coins to him the very In- -
slant he was able to get on his feet and
folding him to her in an agonised em--
brace.

-- t don't know." he made answer, some- -

what shamefacedly, yet with a note of
agony In his voice that made one pity
him in spite of sil. "But It seemed too
horrible a disgrace to be lived through,
I could have stood the loss of fortune
even though all I have in the world
would not be sufficient to pay back half.
the value of the accursed thing I could
have faced that. Ada, but not th
other thing! Not the abominable dis
grace! And now I shall have to face It!
Have to admit that he my son mine.

Oh, my God. Ads, it is too much
to ask a man to bear. They are there on
guard, those Hindoos, protecting me and
mine until the Ranee's steward comes to
receive the Ladder of Light as prom-
ised at

"Sh-h!- " she struck In warnlngly, re
membering the presence of the others
and clapping her hand over his mouth
to stay any further admission; for she
had heard Cleek repeat after her husband

but with a soft, significant whistle
"The Ladder of Light!" and supplement
that with "Well, I'm dashed!" and turn-
ed around on him instantly with a forc-
ed smile upon her lips, but the look of
terror still lingering In her fast-winki-

eyes.
"It Is rude of me, gentlemen, to forget

to thank you for your kind assistance,
and I ask your forgiveness." she said.
"I owe you many, many thanks. But as
this Is merely a little family affair I am
sure you will understand.

It was a polite dismissal. Narkom Piv
oted his little, fat body on his heel and
prepared to take it. Cleek didn't.

"Your pardon, but the Ladder of Light
can never be regarded as a family affair
In anv English household whatsoever,"
he said blandly. "I 'an give you Its ex-

act history' if you wish it. It is a neck-I- s
M to have once been the property

of the Queen of Sheba and worn by her
at the court of King Solomon. It Is made
up of twelve magnificent steel white dia-
mond, cut semlsquare and each weigh-
ing thirty-eigh- t and one-ha- lf carats.
Tbcy are joined together by slender gold
links fitting into minute holes pierced
through the edge of each stone. It Is
valued at one million pounds sterling and
1-.- the property of the Ranee of Jhang.
who prizes it above all other of her mar
velous and priceless jewels. She is not
a pleasant old lady to cross, the Ranee.
She would be a shrieking devil If any-
thing were to happen to that necklace,
your ladyship.

She had been slowly shrinking from
him as the history of the Ladder of
Light proceeded; but She leaned back
against her husband, full of surprise and
de airinr terror, and stared and stared
and stared in a silence that was only
broken by little fluttering breaths of
alarm. "It is uncanny!" she managed
to sav t last. "You know of the the
necklace? You know even me? us?
and yet I have not uncovered my face
nor riven mv name. Are you. then, gift-
ed with clairvoyance. Mr. Mr. "

"Cleek," he gave back, making her a
polite bow. "Cleek Is the name. Lady
Ltako. Cleek of Scotland Yard!"

That man? Dear God. that amazing
man?" she cried out. her whole face
lighting up. her drooping figure spring-
ing erect, revitalized.

"At your ladyship's service, he re-
plied. Wc are out this morning Supt
Narkom and I In quest of what Is prob-
ably Just the one particular pair in all
the universe to whom a loot so valuable
as the Ladder of Light would offer thej
strongest kind of an appeal. So If. by
any chance, something has occurred
which threatens the safety of that amaz-
ing necklace and you and Sir Maw
son are in a position to know facts.

Come! Take me Into your confi-
dence, and rethaps! Who knows?"

Sir Mawson acted upon the suggestion
instantly.

Mr. Cleek. I beg. I Implore you to
come to our assistance!" he exclaimed In
a verv transoort of excitement "You
ask If anything has happened with re
gard to that accursed necklace and If I
can give you any Information on the sub
ject. To both questions, yes unhappily
yes! "It Is gone! It is lost! It is stolen!"

"Stolen! The Ladder of Light? When?
Where? How?

"Yesterday from my keeping from my
house! And, God have mercy on me, I
have every reason to believe that the
thief is my eldest son!

"It was brought to me yesterday for
repairing by the Ranee's own major
domo. Not a mere syce, Mr. Cleek, but
tho most trusted of all her her.eh-nen- .

Three of the narrow gold links which
hold the stones together had worn thin
and needed strengthening. It was 4
o'clock In the afternoon when he arrived
and the Ranee, he said, had selected
house for the work on the rccommendu I
tlon of royalty. There was several hours
work on the thing. I saw that as so n
as I examined ft. But I was appHller by
the fearful responsibility of having a
Jewel of such fabulous value on the prem I
ises-w-ith people constantly coming and
going out and determined, therefore, to
take ' the necklace home and do the
pairs myself. I demanded that the
Ranee's own attendants accompany roe
on the Journey and keep witch over my
house until he should come in person to
receive the necklace today.

"He accorded me this willingly: de-
parted still retaining possession of the
Jewel returned with the guard an hour
later, handed me the case containing the
necklace, and I left for home a few min-
utes

it
after . o'clock, the Hindoo suar- -

ith inc. On arriving "
"One moment. please. Interposed

Cleek. "Did you examine the case to
see if the Ladder o Ugbt was still there
before you started?" -

'Yes. Mr. Cleek. I took that precau
tion the instant the man placed th case
iu my hands. , The necklace was there,
I even went further. Before leaving my
r'- - vusiness I submitted the stones
u a chemical test to be sure that no sub--
stltntlon had been made. They were ah-- ,
--olutelv .onutne. On arriving at my re.
Idence I stationed the two Hindoo guards

was upon the point of going immediately
to my study when I was unexpectedly!
pounced upon in the main hallway by my
son I'-r- y, who attempted to renew thej
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subject of our unpleasant Interview of!
the day before."

Here sir liawson's voice grew curious-
ly thick and unsteady.

"Mr. Cloak." he said, agitatedly, "it Is
necessary that I should tell you, at this
Point, something with regard to those
wno maao up uie memoers or my nouse- -

hold
"Vou needn't. interposed Cleek. "I

have already heard. Lady Leake Is. I

believe, your second wife, and you have
two sons".. .. . .o mree, ne corrected. "Henry, my
eldest, who Is twenty-fou- r, and is the
only survivor of the children- - of my first
and most unhappy marriage; Curzon,
who is Just entering his twenty-fir- st year,
and Bevls, who has not yet turned seven
and Is. of course, still In the nursery. I
may as well admit to you. Mr. Cleek. that
my first marriage was a failure. Wo were
utterly unsulted to each other, my first
wu'e and I, and It is, no doubt, only nat- -
ural mat the son she lert me should re
Meet In himself some of those points of
difference which made our union a mis- -

take.
"Don't mistake me, however, ne Is

ycry dear to me dear, too, to his step - ,

V
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faintest suspicion

and yOU busy tOt

"Of course had
Cleek-altho- ugh
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bad the gorgeous

saw. when
hack

even
about!"

uoorc

"Steady, steady. Mawson!" sounded
Cleek's soothing on!
followed?"

have dear recollection, Mr.
Cleek, for then

add entreaties his, and to
me wouldn't permit her draw
next pin In advance and
let her take up the-1- . for and;

thought hi."
skulking like beggar and
trying flew Into

rage, ordering him out the
house mat even men

was sense
tlon way took that ultimatum:1

Instead whining like whipped
cur, pulled himself up

"All sir I'll take vou at
your word. Thank you past
Good-by- !' And then walked the
room and gone."

"H'li! Leave did her'
"Yes not then. servant

on top coming out
his own something wrapped;

purccl, after And
who was busy cleaning up the lower

saw him
ten minutes past."

unconsciousness that precedes

'And ment.Limc

ute had vani&hed.
Just so! Case gone, too,

Sir
"No. That was Mill lying

bar dressing tablv-4- ut was empty."
see! So could not

ladyship?'
soul.

no withjut
your knowledge?"

"That impossible
door the Instant Sir Manson left

me."

one feature his character LiUt vanished?"
the ho in return. Then. Yes. After Henry had left the bou-to-

he my my heir doir had few minutes' heated are'-ma- n

fails first child meut Lady Leake- - then, ..membtr
father." in.T tnc work had in tlv

could love this parti necklace harried awa
ular all Cleek." rig temporary workshop must

ladyship. reckless, extrav- - have been aoow; twenty later
agant-ye- s! at heart the dearest; when finished L;u..
boy" Lady Leake's boudoir to get the Jewel.

"Just so! interposed "But let found her In state of the wildest
please. So this 'dearest The necklace was gone. Only

an unpleasant with tlie for one single of time
day before yesterday did Ma;.- - been out her sight, iu that miu- -

Ahat was about?'
thing money. paid,

his debts until patience
that interview, he

asked would to,
to gambling
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"Ah, then of course! ques-'th- e

tion. please. Sir Mawson has spoken make

directly

materials

thought
neckla:o

"Drakes

instantly.

"Yes It was thoughtless of me. of
but I only ran down to the fooW

of staircase when
and back In n norfe.t nanlc. Still
I had locked the door in out. It
was sun locked when I returneu; dui
in that sine!,, minute the necklace
had

laying It down on silken 'bed'
open caso when I

form for Miu Ei.tm.ii'"Mi., - . -
"My son'r fiancee. She her father

visiting at Cureon met
and became engaged to Miss Kastm-.- n

tne occasion of her hist visit to Ens-- ,
land.

"Her last visit? Then the lady and
lamer not Knglish.

"Oh, dear, no They came j

over less than a week ago. Pardon? No.
I not recall the name of the vessel.
Mr. Cleek: hut whichever one It waa it
lave them a very bad crossing indeed.
That Is why I had to render Miss East-
man the service of which I spoke. I
had forgotten about It until I hap
pened to so the roll lint on my areas--
ing table

"Lint. Lady Leake? What on earth
had lint to with the matter?"

"I had it for Miss Eastman
when I was in town this morning. She
nan a very bad rail on snipDoaru,
Cleek, sd Injured her left hand."

Mr. Narkom made a curious sort
gulping sound, a.id looked round at Cleek
mit of tho tail of his eye; but Cleek did
no move.

And here Just here! a strange and
even startling thin:; occurred. With
hoarsu "toot-toot- a public taxi swung
round the curve tho road. Jerked
itself to a sudden standstill

cast of the spot where the four
were standing, and there
ang forth a rollicking. Iiappv, youthful

rales crying out. "Keb. str? Keb. mum?
Keb! Keb'" and hard on the heels of
that dung out a laughing "Hullo, mater

i

asphyxiation by charcoal.

Hul!o. dad' I saj low does this sort
f thins t you'.' xa Katitf

;ays."
And it needed no more than that to
ssure Cleek and Mr. Narkotn that In
o la'.ichinir

jumped down from the driver's scat
h. y were lookii.t; uio:i Mawson

Leake's eldest Eon.
"Henry!" the voice wa Lady Leake's.

it really you?'
"Sure thins!' to nuoie Kate again.

Just look a. tpin over to show myself off.
I though- -; dad. you'd like to sure
that I really done with the clubs,
at last. Not becaus they blacklisted

for they didn't but because oh,
well, you know no taxicab men need

that sort of thine All the same,
though, I go out oi them with a clean
state, and that's I eared I
did get that two hundred after all. pater.
I'ur-o- n and Katie raised It for be-

tween them out of their own private
accounts, you know and as driving a

Is the only thing I really un- -
derstand I'm earning the money to pay
them back this way.'

"That's the stuff by Jupiter! That's
the stuff. rapped out Cleek

"You ought to have known from
first. Sir Mawson. that they don't

thieves of uch material."

feebly. "It's gone! It is stolen! It
went when you went."

"And you think that I stole It? You
dared to think that?" flung back his
son. "Very well, then think what you
jouy wen pieasc; 1 in aoae wun 101

you!"
And after that the deluge! For. sneak-- i

Ing. screwed round on his heel and
rushed back to his taxi, wrenched open

father. I'll back. Katie.
n.v vm. h.eir r.,., w eh.-- .- k
God. I will if I drive this night
and day!"

Then came a sudden banging the
taxi's door, a hoot from the horn as he
jumofd back to his seat, and In the
winking ol j eye was on and
away ana mere in ie roan stood a

pleaiant-facc- d old a

this one last once!' he was saying when there being 'one single minuto' "Thieves? sav. dad. who's this
interrupted bini. 'I've no time to listen the necklace was not under nlc? What docs he mean by talking about

no inclination,' I said; then your eyes. When was thai?" thieves?' .
went into the study and locked the door. "When left the Mr. Cleek "The necklace the Ranee's necklace.

"Meanwhile had gone up Lady, "Oho! Then you did Lave eh?" The Ladder of Light!" bleated Maw- -
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youth with a budding mustache and a
bright-face- fatrvlike little lady of
about eighteen, all three staring after
the taxi In blank amazement.

"My goodness, popper, I guess Curzon
and I have sort of muffed It somehow!"
the little lady said.

"I guess you have, honey I guess you
have. Anyhow, let's all go and ask Slr
Mawson what It's all about."

"Yes let us by all means," pat In the
younger man. "Come on. "

Mr. Narkom. who heard these things,
drew closer to Cleek, and contrived to
whisper an Inquiry.

"Found out anything, old chap?"
"Yes and a very Important thing, too.

They arc not Diamond Nick and Dutch
Kiln. I'm afraid. Mr. Narkom. you've

I been harking un the wrone tree."
I r - -
i By this time, the Major, his daughter
land young Corson Leake had crossed
j the Intervening space and were at Sir

liawson's side: but on the plea of "hav -
Ing some very important business with
three gentlemen, which would not permit
of another moment's delay." Sir Maw-co- n

managed to get rid of thsm.
"I should like to have a look Indoors
particularly In Leake's boudoir

as soon as possible." said Cleek, when
the others had rone.

Again let It be remarked: Upon what
trivial circumstances do great events
sometimes binse? Speaking, he turned
toward the curve of the road to go back
to the guarded gates of the house, when
Lady Leake's hand plucked nervously
at his sleeve.

"Not that way! Not for worlds with
those Hindoos on the watch," she ex-

claimed agitatedly. "There la another
and safer way. Follow me."

They followed forthwith and in another
moment were taking that "other way"
with her pushing through a thick plan-
tation, crossing a kitchen garden, until
they came at last to the final obstacle
of all a large rock garden wblch bar-
red their pnigress to the smooth, close-clipp-

lawn ot whose far end the house
stood. It was plain, from the course she
was taking, that it was Lady Leake's
Intention to skirt this rock garden, but
Cleek. noting that there was a path
running through the middle of it, pointed
out that fact.

"One moment" he amid. "As time is
of importance, would not this he the
shorter and the quicker way?"

"Yes," she pave back, without, how-ove- r,

stopping in ntr progress. "But if
we took it we should be sure to meet
Bevls that Is his special playground, you
know and If he were to see his father
and me we shouldn't be able to get rid of
him again. This is Mis? Miniver's halt
holiday. Pardon? Yes. his nursery gov
erness. She won't he back until 3. I only'
hope he will stay with his pirate's cave
until then."

'"His
"Pirate's cave. Miss Miniver took hfm

to a motion picture show one day. He j

saw one there, and nothing would do
him but his father must let him have
one for himself; so th. gardeners made
one for him In the rock garden, and h
amuses himself by coing out on what
he calls 'treasure raids' and carries his
iroH-s- in there.'

His 'spoils.' eh? H'm. I see! Pardon
me. IaKe. hut d- - you think it
Is at all possible that, not knowing the

lue o tlu Ranee's necklace, your lit-
tle son may hx. made that & part of
his spoils-.-

"No. Mr. Cleek. T do not Bevls had
been bathed and put to bed before the

was lost.
"Hum-m-- Just so! Another question.

your ladyship. You spoke of running
down to the foot of the stairs with
the lint for Miss Ka'tman and runninK
back in a panic when you remembered
the necklace. How did yon get the
lint to Miss Kastman after all?''

"I sent it to her with anologies for
not beinar able to do the bandage.'

"Sent It to her, your ladyship? By
whom'.'"

"Jennifer one of the servants.
"Oho!" said Cleek. In two different

tones. "So then you did unlock. th
door of your boudoir for a second tlm
and somebody other than Sir Mawson
and your stepson did sec the Inside of
that room, eh?'

"Your pardon. Mr. Cleek. but you are
wrong In boih surmises. Jennifer uas
the servant who was working In the low-
er hall at the time. The Instant I readi-
ed the foot of the stairs and thought of
the necklace I called Jennifer to m-- ,

cave him the lint with orders to take
it t once to Miss Eastman'? maid, and
then ran back."

"H'm,! I sec. I suppose, your ladvshin.
it isn't possible that this man Jennifer
might posslblv. in going to carry that
message But no: T recollect; the door)
of your boudoir was locked: so even If
dsb nau manage-- 10 outstrip you tiv gomc
up another staircase. J;;st so'"

"Oh. I see what you mean" she de
clared. "But. Mr. Cleek. such a thing
would not bear even hinting at. so far
as Jennifer is concerned. There' look!
There he Is over there, sweeping the
leAVM ofr the tcrrace Tou can JlIdl,e
for yourself how impossible It would be
for him to run upstair?.''

Cleek did see. Looking in the direc-
tion indicated, he saw an clderlv man.
whtuw iimnin. f.i htnk.n. .1 intiTrv
of ssmo fort to his left. les.

"His leg had to be amputated as the
result of brinir run over hv an nmnil.is... ... .in ik. i ii i iii. ure 11" - ui i.iniiu)ii. m :

ladyship, "and in eonsecaiencc he wears
a wooden one. He has been in the .

of the family for more than forty
years. Originally he was a garden, r,
and after his accident Sir Mawson was
for pensioning him off Bui he quit

to such a thing being raid for doing
we humored ris whm mid et

hit" stay on as a sort of handy mn
"One last nuestlon. vour

Cleek aflid "Vnil mantione.l tht t.nnl
fer was cleaning up the hall at the time
. ... (!. ..- - i it i.ui linn... no cap- -
peRod It that he was still at his labors'
at ten minutes past T o'clock In the
evening? That's rather late to be 'clean
ing up a hall."

much too late." she acknowl-
edged. 'But it couldn't he helped In
the present instance. The gasfltters
didn't finish their work early as we
had hoped."

"The gasfi Iters. 'eh? So you had those
chaps in the house, did you?'

"r'es. There had leen an unpleasant
leakage eas both the music room

land tho h.ii-f- n- no - ih. n.v.- - -- .

a. the men hnl t.k. An-- m ik. b- -J

tures to get seat of trouble
Jennifer had 'motived the

T.iu-ii- t intft it K.i nnticiu- -

tm. i. ..- - - . .1". ' .
tlemen. Come in. please." '

The Invitation was .roepted once.'
and In another half m'nufe Cleek .nd
Mr. Nsrkom found themselves stand- -
inc in a whita-.-.H.-ni- n' nm..
hur crystal radeller. and looking out
through an arched opening Into a sort
of baronial

From this hall they discovered a min-
ute later, a broad, short flight of richly
carpeted stairs which ted to a square
landing, and thence another and a long-
er flight, striking off st right angle,
communicated with the passage upon
which ladyship's boudoir opened.'

"It was hers that I stood. Mr. Cleek.
when I recollected about the necklace
and called Jennifer to me." she said,
pausing on the Uuidiog. "Now, come
this way. please, and you will see bow
Impossible It for say one to have en-

tered and left boudoir during my
brief absence without my seeing."

It was For the door of the boodoti
which was entirely detached from the
rest of the suite occupied by herself an!
her husband was immediately opposite
the bead of the staircase and dearty

I .l.- - .. ... . li
i visions rroro uio tannins,

She unlocked this the only one Hi
room possessed end let them see that

' the only other means of possibly entertusr
was by way of a large bay window, but
that was a good twenty feet from the
ground and there was neither a tree
Dor a vine within yards and yards of la.
On her dressing table lay the open ewe
which had contained the necklace; wtth
a Utter of silver toilet articles abocf.
It: over the back of the chair hung a
negligee of whlt sflk with cf
white lace.

I "Everything I exactly as It was; Mr.
Oeek, at the moment the necklace ds- -
appeared, she explained they stepped:
in and closed the door behind them.
"Everything except that negligee, that
is. That, of course, was not on th
chair then: It was on me. Mr
Mr. Cleek: Good heavens,
the man gone mad"

For, of a sudden. Cleek. who while
she was sinakintr had lifted the negli-
gee to e there was anything en
the chair-se- at beneath, yapped out a
sound that was curiously like the barf?
of a dog that had learned the tnrr
of human laughter, then flung the irejr-lig-

from him and with bis nose to th
irround was careering around the room
like a terrier, throwing over chairs.
pushing aside tabic? and hoWng one
shut hand up close bis chest while
the other excitedly flung the furriture
about.

"Cleek! Old chap! Good lud, man, what,
on earth "

"Let me alone' let me alone! he
rapped out irritably. Of an the aiwes'
Of oil the blind, mutton-heade- d Idiots "

Then laughed that curiois. uncanny-laug- h

again and made a headlong bolt.
for tho door. "Waft for me all of you
In the music room. Don't stir from r
until I come. T want that mar. Jcnnife- - '
And her-- jerking the door wide- opva.
he bolted downstairs.

It was full twenty mlnut.-- - latrr nv!
Sir Mawson and Lady Lruke and Mr
Maverick Narkom were racing np ar.4
down the floor and enduring positive
agonies of suspense, when door ol
the music room flashed open and flash--

shut again and he. stood before them om.-
more quite alone but with that curou
crooked smile looping one corner cf bis
mouth.

"Cleek, dfar o!J chapf the superin-
tendent'' voice sraM nharn thin Witt
excitement "Tou you have found oat
someirnng. men:

I hope. Mr. Narkom. I have foum out
everything," he answered, and ..
stepping to center of the room, threw
back his head and moved slowly roun--

with his eyes turned up toward th- - ceil-in-g.

But of a sudd- 11 be gave a little
laugh and looked down.

"I have had.' he said, "a nice little
talk ith Jennifer and a very satlsfai
tory isit to the pirate's- cave. No, --

ladyship. I didn't find it the cave,
for the simple reason that it never w-

there and that neither Bevls nor Jenni-
fer has least Idea whr it is Hap-
pily I do. however: and if. in return

Sir Mawson will promise me to take
back that boy Henry and :i- him a:
other chance he shall - it in his
hands ten second.- - aft- 'a '

"I promise With all onor. I do
almost shouted Sir Maw

"Right you are," said Cleek. in reply:
then twitched forward a chair, stepped
on the seat of it. reac ied upward Inte
the midst ( the Chand. h r's elut -- n --

cutglass luster- -, twitched
their midst and added, "There o

are. then.'" as he dnrpd th- - Ladder el
Li wlit into 'r Mawaon's hands.

"Up In tli chandelier!" exclaimed I.au
Leake. "Oh. Mr. Cleek, v put It
there, and why;''

"Jennifer." he made answer. No. ro t
for any evil purpose, yonr hulyshi
While he was cleaning those lusters n

the hallway yesterday afternoon at I

o'clock voir son Bevis paid him a visit.
and whe- - he rime to rep'ace the lust r .

on the handelier one string w n s- --

nr Knoweu tne precious llttl s

had took it." was t" : way be
the matter, 'and that I'd bo sure i. find
It in his pirate's cave. But he had-i;- .

it proved, for when her 1. lshlp call-
ed me up the landing and caw r.

the lint and then ran back upstairs I
looks down, and there was th" hist

on the landin' just where
stood."

"On the landing Lying on Ian.:
ing. do you say. Mr. Cle k Bui !.. h.:-above-

,

how in tho world could th. n
have rot there.' Xohodj

possibly have entered the boudoir .if;.
I left it and in that brief space of tUru '

"To be sure." ho made reply. "A '

it was absolute certainty of thai
fa t which forced the k. y t.. the ridd:
upon tne. Since it was only possible for
one person to hao entered ar.d ; :

room, then beyond .ill question I'
person must lie tht 0111 who ur.:. !

the room the Ladder of Light left
with vou, and Gently, gentlv. yo :r
ladyship. If you will examine th" nrl;
late closely. Sir Mawson. you will f. 1
that it has not come throuKii this ad- -

venture uninjured. One of the two sec.. . .. .nons 01 11s clasp is missing and
wire link which once secured 'he dia
inonds to that section of the rbn h:i
partfd in the middle. You ni'cht know
that when I lifted Ladv Leake's nig-llge- e

from that ch.-- ir a while ago I found
this clinging to the lac of the right
leeve. Pardon? Yea. tho missing nait

of the cl.iap. your ladvship. I think thtr-ea- n
hardly be a doubt that when you

reached over, your sleeve caught on the
clasp of the necklace, became entangled.
and when you hurried out of tlie room.
you carried the Ladder of Light with
.,-- .. ri i.i ...... .. ,

t '., .1.- - -- .. . , ..
Jennifer, the weak link snapped and the
i,.nn,.. mii . ..i n ....i- -

und of
front door- -

cent it
domo. So

- .!. . . . .... . .

"... " ar-n- '' Ior ""- - a ana ntr

L..rkl.g
..

nUtl. - f-c-

CiS
one it-i- lT. 4 for --- -- i.
t- -t h to s.dt te .oia"',," It are .0 eler Bf the

'.M ,,. l.,.l..'VL.Vu: .11

broke down at the thought of leaving j the necklace out Therefor., there u;i--t-

old place, and as he wouldn't listen but one conclusion that whin yoj left
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